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opinion of my abilities, never vory groat, shrank step by
Btep.11 On IUH arrival ho Bocwrod a room at tho "Elephant,"
an inn known throughout Germany, "tho vestibule, as It

were, to Weimar1!* Walhalla of living celebrities. 1 sent a
waiter to Goethe with my card, asking whether 1 might bo
permitted to call on him. The waiter rottirnod with the
antnvcT that the privy councillor was entortammg guests at
hiB Inmao, and could not BOO mo just then; but that ho ex-
pected we to tea in tho evening, I dined at tho inn. My
curd had made my name public; tho fact of my arrival
spretul through tho town, and there was no lack of callers.
"Toward evening 1 went to Goethe's lionso. 1 found in
tho parlor a good deal of company, all waiting for tho privy
councillor, who had not yet made his appearance. Among
tho pemonB aHHomblod were tho guests whom Goetlie had
invited that day for dinner; Councillor Jacob or Jacobs,
with his young and bountiful daughter, ae cultured as sho
WIIB boautiful, the BUIUO who afterwards, xwdor tho name
of Talvj, acquired literary famo. In talking with that
charming girl, my embarrassment rapidly disappeared,
and I almoHt forgot that I waa In Gootho*s house. "Finally
a Hide-door opened, and ho entered. DreBBed in black, with
the decoration of a ntar on bin broant, oroet and almost stiff,
lie ntepped among UH, like a monarch about to give audionco.
Hit talked n fciw worda to Boveral of the guests and finally
etime to wo, who WIIB ntandlng at tho opposite end of
the room. He linked mo whether Italian literature was
much Htuditid in AuHtrui, 1 answered, as was the case,
that tho Htudy of tho Italian language was vory common,
inaHuuush an it wan compulsory for all government em-
I addod^ however, that Italian literature wass you are told!
